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Macro-invertebrate M&Ms

To evaluate th e health and productivity of a stream, biologists look at the types of macro-invertebrate species that live
there Different species have differenttolerance levels to pollution  If many pollution-intolerant species, such as stonefly or
caddisfly nymph s are presentthen the water quality is probably quite good. Although the presence of certain species
indicates goodwater quahty, the absence of these species does not necessarly indicate badwater quality Other factors
besides pollution may have accounted fortheir absence.

Sensitive or Intolerant Species:

Organismes that are easily killed, impairs or driven off by bad water quality. These include stonefly, dobsonfly and mayfly
nymphs, caddisfly larva, andwater pennies.

Somewhat Tolerant Species:

Organisms thathaveth e ability to live undervarying conditions. you may findthem in good or poor quality water. These
organismsinclude amphipods, scuds, beetle and cran efly larva, crayfish and dragonfly nymphs.

Tolerant Species

Organisms capable of withstanding poorwater quality Theseinclude leeched, aguaticworms, midge larva and sow bugs
Each color WM& represents a different species of macro-invertebrate that can be foundin a stream. You needto
representthe population foundin your sarmple with some type of graphic (chart, graph, picture icon, etc )

With your sample as your guide, determin e thewater quality of your stream. Explain your answer,
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